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Celebrating 60 Years…

Cancer Action
celebrates

60
years

Celebrating 60 Years of
Support, Empowerment
and Hope For Cancer
Patients in Kansas City
By Karla Nichols

I

of serving
cancer patients!

DRIVERS NEEDED – No Experience Necessary – Immediate Openings
Have some extra time on your hands and want to spend your time doing something
worthwhile? Cancer Action is looking for a few good men or women to provide
transportation to cancer patients to and from their treatment.
Volunteers must have a valid driver’s license, proof of insurance, a good driving record and
complete a background check and have a dependable car. This may seem like a lot of work
but the rewards are PRICELESS. For more information about how you can help call Shirley
at 913-642-8885.

34rd Annual Celebration of Life Rally
on National Cancer Survivors Day
Sunday, June 2, 2019 • 11 am – 1 pm
Richard and Annette Bloch Cancer Survivors Park, Kansas City, MO

Visit for more information https://www.facebook.com/events/543873386022768/
Patients, caregivers and supporters are invited to come and share an afternoon of celebration
with anyone whose life has been touched by cancer.

Ride to Boulevardia 2019
BEAT CANCER ON A BIKE

Saturday, June 15, 2019

For more information: www.facebook.com/Ride2Boulevardia
Cancer Action is one of the beneficiaries for this event!

Sunflowers to Roses Bike Tour 2019
LIVE TO RIDE
Sunday, August 4, 2019 • 7:30 am

For more information, visit www.sunflowerstoroses.org
This ride supports Cancer Action!
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Kansas Office
10520 Barkley, Suite 100
Overland Park, KS 66212
Ph: 913-642-8885
Fax: 913-642-8886

Missouri Office
4010 S. Lynn Court
Independence, MO 64055
Ph: 816-350-8881
Fax: 816-461-8882

t is amazing what vision,
hard work and compassion
can accomplish! 2019 marks
a milestone for Cancer Action!
Dawn Linscott, Karla
For the past 60 years, Cancer
Action has been a place of support, empowerment, hope and
comfort for thousands upon thousands of cancer patients
right here in our hometown! The agency has a rich history
established through the efforts of many wonderful people,
including hundreds of volunteers, donors, staff members and
a dedicated Board of Directors. Here is a glance back at some
of the highlights from the rich history of our organization.
The organization began in 1959 with a passion to help
families who were struggling with this difficult and often
fatal illness…one that was not talked about and had little
chance for recovery. Established as an independent nonprofit, originally called “The Cancer Association of Wyandotte
County”, we began in a garage with an army of volunteers,
under the leadership of its first Executive Secretary, Selma
Calene, also a volunteer. They made hand-made comfort
items and supplies, including “cancer bandages” that were
given to families to help care for their loved ones. Cancer
Action is proud of the strong volunteer program that has been
a vital part of the organization’s success over the past sixty
years.
Selma worked diligently with the board of directors,
many of whom were civic leaders, to establish our
organization. Eventually, the name of the organization was
changed to Cancer Action. The organization was established
to improve the quality of life for those with cancer in our
community- neighbors helping neighbors. This strong
commitment to community is still at the heart and mission of

the organization today.
Cancer Action has had
five executive directors who
have provided leadership to
the organization. Maxine
Bowers was the longest
tenured director serving 23
years. Dawn Linscott served
twelve years as the third
Nichols, Maxine Bowers
director followed by Marcia
Broden who provided three years of leadership. Karla Nichols,
the current director, is in her 20th year with the organization.
The agency has been blessed with many wonderful staff
members through the years who have compassionately and
professionally offered support to cancer patients in every area
of the city.
Cancer care has changed tremendously in the past sixty
years. Thankfully, advances in treatment and early detection
has led to millions of cancer survivors and others living
longer with cancer. Cancer Action programs and services
have expanded and changed to meet the continuing needs of
cancer patients in our community. Today, we provide a vast
array of programs and services including financial assistance
programs, practical and direct services, educational and
emotional support, and wellness and survivorship programs.
Cancer Action has been recognized nationally with the
prestigious award of “Partner in Patient Support” from the
National Cancer Institute’s Cancer Information Service, and
locally with the 2008 Heart of America Ethics in Business
Award, the first given to a non-profit organization. Cancer
Action Volunteer Program has received many recognitions
locally and regionally through the years.
While much has changed, the very “heart” of the
organization has remained the same, built upon the
compassion of thousands of people in our community; Cancer
Action remains strong in its mission to offer support through
every step of the cancer journey!
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Joe Otey

Ruth Lamb

2019 Maxine Bowers Legacy of Service Award

Cancer Action’s 2019 Volunteer of the Year

oe Otey has been one of the most
dedicated, long standing volunteer
and board member for Cancer Action,
supporting the work of the organization
for more than three decades. He does
not remember exactly when he started
volunteering but knows it was in the late
1980’s. At the time he was working at a
bank and a co-worker had liver cancer.
She spoke very highly of Cancer Action
and how the agency helped her. The bank
encouraged employees to volunteer in the
community. After his co-worker passed
Joe Otey
away Joe found himself looking into Cancer
Action. Joe remembers knocking on the
Cancer Action door at 18th & Minnesota in Kansas City,
Kansas and “Asking is there anything I can do to help?”
Dawn Linscott, Executive Director at the time, put Joe to
work helping on special events and he has not stopped.
Joe came on the Board of Directors for Cancer Action
around 1989. Since that time, Joe has provided valuable
leadership that has guided the agency in both time of growth
and in times of challenge. He has been Board President
twice and Treasurer of the board several times. He has
served on the Executive Committee, Finance Committee and
Nominating Committee.
Joe is also very active in fundraising events for
Cancer Action. He recalls in the earlier years participating
in the Garage Sales at the Kansas Armory and the Cancer

Action Grand Prix 5K races. He and his wife,
Carole most recently have participated in Bikers
for Boobies, Sunflowers to Roses, Hoops for Hope,
and the Kansas City Marathon. They also provide
sponsorships for the Volunteer Reception and
Champion for Survivorship Breakfast.
Joe was the President of the Board, when
Cancer Action hired Karla Nichols as Executive
Director. He and Karla had served on the board
together for about nine years. When Joe was asked
why he continues to be on the Board of Cancer
Action he replied, “A lot of it has to do with Karla.”
He went on to say, “because of Karla’s dedication
and compassion for the clients and agency.
She is respected in the cancer community and
represents the agency well.”
Joe knows on a very personal level the impact cancer
can have on your life and family. Joe’s father had prostate
cancer and his mother had kidney cancer. No doubt the
most difficult time was when Joe’s son was diagnosed with
leukemia, and lost his life from the disease at the age of
three. Joe was a bone marrow donor for his son. Joe has one
other son who is now an adult.
Karla Nichols states, “Joe has played a vital role in the
leadership and direction of Cancer Action over the past thirty
years. His dedication to Cancer Action and those we serve has
truly been invaluable. We are honored to award Joe Otey with
the Maxine Bowers Legacy of Service Award for 2019!”
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uth Lamb learned of the Cancer Action
sewing group from her neighbor. After
her neighbor passed away from cancer,
Ruth found herself bored so she decided to
join the sewing group in honor of Wilma
Schondelmeyer. Ruth has been a faithful
volunteer since 2005 and volunteers with
the Independence Office Thursday Ladies
Sewing Group. You can count on Ruth to
show up and give generously of her time
and talents. Ruth and the other ladies meet
weekly to hand-stitche bed pads and sew
pillows. Over the years, Ruth has worked on
Ruth Lamb
various projects from stenciling tote bags,
scrapbooking, making quilted lap robes,
scarves, pillows and sewing bed pads. Ruth has volunteered a
total of 3,888 hours over the past 14 years!
Ruth is very familiar with cancer and the effects the
disease can have on a family. Ruth’s mother had breast
cancer and later uterine cancer, her father had rectal cancer

Compassion in Action
Sunflowers to Roses Bike Ride presents its
largest gift ever to Cancer Action. Thank
you to the S2R board of directors, sponsors,
volunteers and participants for this
generous gift.

Serving Our Community… Cancer Action’s Impact in 2018
Cancer Action offered support to over 2,200 families facing
the many challenges that cancer brought to their lives,
helping meet those challenges throughout every step of the
cancer journey. But we couldn’t do it without the help of our
volunteers and donors! We want to share with you some of the
impact we made together this past year…
• Supplied 80,984 servings of nutritional supplements to
more than 630 cancer patients to help maintain their
weight and energy during cancer treatment
• Arranged 434 rides to life-saving or life-prolonging
treatment and doctor appointments

• Filled 1,299 prescriptions for those who could not afford
their medication to relieve pain, nausea, treat infections
and meet other cancer supportive care needs
• Helped women going through treatment by providing
almost 200 wigs and over 800 turbans and scarves
• Gave over 433 pieces of medical equipment to help families
members care for their loved ones
• Distributed 33,274 medical supplies to support cancer
patients and decrease the financial burden of cancer
• Our case managers provided emotional support, guidance
and education to all of our clients and also helped hundreds
who called requesting assistance from our community.

and passed away of a brain tumor, a sister beat
ovarian cancer and her brother is currently
fighting prostate cancer. Ruth shared she
volunteers at Cancer Action because “I want to be
someone worthwhile.”
Ruth is dedicated to her family. She raised
two children as a single mother. She has five
grandchildren and one great-grandchild. Ruth
values education and spent her career combining
her love for art and teaching. Ruth taught
Elementary Art for 27 years and Junior High Art
for 3 years. She also taught Adult Education
Calligraphy classes. Ruth retired in 1991.
Sue Jones, Assistant Branch Coordinator at
Cancer Action’s Missouri office describes Ruth
as “a dedicated, faithful, humble, and welcoming volunteer.”
Due to some health issues Ruth cannot do as much as she
used to however, she remains a faithful volunteer. We are
honored to name Ruth Lamb as Cancer Action’s Volunteer of
the Year for 2019.

The Dazzling Divas Style Show,
presented by One Community
Hospice, is a unique fashion
show featuring cancer
survivors and professional
models. They have raised
funds for Cancer Action the
past 3 years!

